Virginia Forensic Science Academy

 Alumni Association

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes


To:   VFSAAA and Members of the Board of Directors

Date:  June 26, 2004


From:  Sgt. Troy L. Steele / Secretary

            Re:  Minute for the June 25, Board Meeting

        _______________________________________________________________

Board Members:

President: 


Gary Fox

1st Vice President:

Mark Garman

2nd Vice President:

Terry McCurdy

Secretary:


Troy Steele

Treasurer:


Larry Claytor

absent

Sgt.-at-Arms:


Carl Sequeira

Past President:


Ralph Manspile
absent

Northern Director:

Tom Poindexter

Eastern Director:

Lee Kennedy

absent

Central Director:

Chuck Pruitt

Western Director:

Bill Jennings

absent

Legislative:


Rick Conway

Academy Representative:
Dan Grinnan

Others:



Margie Harris, Kamico Seales, Erica Blount


Meeting was called to order by President Fox at 1037 hrs and declared that enough members were present for a quorum.


Treasurer’s report – was addressed and with Treasurer Claytor not present no report was given, however comments of rooms being paid for from the last meeting, lunch for today’s meeting and some deposits had been made.  (No amount was given).


Minutes from the last meeting were distributed and reviewed.  Rick had a question about the correct address being changed.  He wanted to be sure that the 700 N. 5th Street address was correct and not the PO Box that had been being used.  He needs that right address so the SCC can be notified when payment is made.

A motion to accept the minutes was made and second.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.


Legislative Report – Rick spoke on the recent Supreme Court decision on persons requiring persons to give identification to law enforcement when requested.


He also spoke on Capital Murder cases where in the sentencing stage a unanimous decision was needed for the death penalty.  Currently if there is no unanimous decision the defendant receives life.  Attorney General and others would like to see this changed and arguments are under way for possible legislation on this.


Carl asked about the Bill, allowing law enforcement officers to carry their weapons concealed anywhere in the country.  Rick thinks it may be before Congress now but he will check and let us know.


Rick mentioned that the SCC report with the slate of officers is needed by 8/31.  Problem being, our meeting is not until after the due date for renewal with the SCC.  He will call to see if an amendment can be made after the deadline so long as they receive the $25 fee by the deadline.


Benson Report – None  


VIFSM Report – None 

Unfinished Business – 


Discussion on vendors and comparing prices with donations received from some of the vendors we currently have.  Additionally a new vendor has agreed to not charge for shipping and this was compared to current vendor’s donation(s) of a keg on an almost regular basis.  Without going into all of the specific numbers that were discussed for each item our current vendor and the prospective vendor are back and forth on different items.  Where the new vendor is higher on some items he is cheaper on others.  Same thing with our current vendor’s prices.  Because of the size of our current inventory, ordering this year will be a lot less than previous years. One new item will be shot glasses. (Incidentally, there will be a disclaimer on the glassware stating that it is not dishwasher safe).

It was decided to let Terry decide which vendor she will use for each product or item with respect to price and shipping.


Social Committee & 30th year Celebration – 

Dan spoke on Invited guests, photo process, deceased (16) members memorial, and graduates who are agency heads or have been agency heads and a time line about the Academy.

Erica spoke on the favors that will be handed out during the luncheon.  A small Swiss army type pocketknife, a business card holder and a folio of some type.  These will be handed out after the luncheon as we file.

Kamico spoke on the luncheon. ***  Registration can be done on-line and this is        * *recommended.  Early registration is a must in that a count is needed by the hotel  * *staff by August 20th.  An increase can be made no later than two days prior to the * *day of the luncheon.  If you have trouble registering on-line Kamico says call her * *and she will be happy to get you registered.  Same with the Social.  The board      *     *cannot emphasize how important it is to get registered early. *****

The luncheon will be a plated meal and we will have guest speakers.
The Social will be much different this year and again it is imperative that that you register early.  The menu will include Chicken, Salmon and Beef.  There will be three different stations and everything will be buffet style.  With what the Ramada Inn has offered this is something that you do not want to miss and again EARLY REGISTRATION IS A MUST, especially due to the cost.  Ramada tells us they must have a head count by Wednesday.    Speaking of cost…. At the last meeting there was a motion and discussion on cost for spouses/guests and the board agreed that the Association would pick up the cost for them.  DFS had graciously agreed to pay for half of the social however, due to the amount that is being paid per person the board discussed, again, spouses/guests.  

Mark made the motion that Alumni grads will be paid for by the Association and any additionals, (spouse, guest and children 11 and older) there will need to be a $15 fee for each. (I know this sounds like a lot but DFS/Association are paying $29.00 per person.)  Carl seconds the motion. 

Carl made a motion to have $500 earmarked for the kegs for the Social and that if a keg is donated (as has been in the past) and not needed the donation will go towards the two keg purchase.     Motion carried – unanimous.

Entertainment for the Social will be a DJ at a cost of $275.  This was a solicited bid and has been accepted by the Board by unanimous vote.  Also in the entertainment section, there will be a “Limbo” contest, a trivia contest and a Treasure Hunt for the kids.  A motion/request by Kamico for $100 for prizes was passed unanimously.  This will take care of the $25 for the Limbo, $25 for the Trivia and $50 for the prizes for the Treasure Hunt.  

Door Prizes – because DFS is picking up half of the tab this year there was discussion on the purchase of some very nice door prizes.  Instead of giving away a door prize for every attendee it was decided that an allotment be made for the purchase of a few nice items.  Discussion followed on the amount. (Previous board meeting was $1000 - $2000, tabled for this meeting).  After discussion a motion was made by Mark to allow $750 for door prizes.  Carl second.  Motion carried by majority. 

Honorary Membership – 

Dan suggested that Frank Dunton, Robin Porter and Pete Marone be considered as honorary members.  Discussion followed and after referring to the by laws the “form” has to be completed and brought before the membership at it’s annual meeting and voted on by the electorate.

Because of their anticipated acceptance for honorary membership there was a motion by Dan that the Association pays for Frank Dunton’s room for two nights and for Tammy Brooks’ room for one night.  Second by Rick.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Carl wanted to remind us that the rooms for Smith Setzer needed to be booked.

Nominations for a new slate of officers are due (according to by laws) by July 2nd.

Currently the nominating committee has come up with the following:


President
-
Mark Garman


1st Vice Pres
- 
Terry McCurdy


2nd Vice Pres
-
Carl Sequeira


Secretary
-
Tom Poindexter


Treasurer
-
Chuck Pruitt

Sgt.-at-Arms
-
currently vacant (Rick will get in touch w/ Troy on this for

                                    a nominee he has in mind)

If this slate is accepted there will need to be replacements for the Northern Director and Central Director positions.  Bring your nominations with you to the general meeting and those regions mentioned will need to vote on somebody.

New Business –
Dan spoke about fundraisers to help pay for Socials in the future.  This will be tabled until after the election of new officers.

Dan received a call from an alumni member about attendees at retraining sessions.  The discussion/question was in reference to Active vs. Associate members and Retraining at the beach vs. DFS Regional Retraining.  (In lay-mans terms, someone leaving law enforcement for any number of reasons and going over to the “dark side”). 

Comments and suggestions followed with Dan making a suggestion on forming an Ethics Committee.  Discussion followed.

After referring to the by-laws the president can appoint a committee for such a group.  This committee will consist of each Regional Director (or his designee) and a Chairman (Rick Conway).  This committee will be the Membership Ethics Committee and will handle membership or ethical problems and report to the board.  

Annual Awards – 

As of this date there were only two nominations for Forensic Officer of the year.  There really should have been a member from each region nominated because there is an award for each region.  Therefore both nominees will receive an award.

President Fox made a motion that a plaque of appreciation be made and presented to Bob Zinn who does the accounting/auditing and keeping us legal with the IRS.  Bob has been doing this job without compensation and without grumbling, ever since there was dirt according to President Fox.  Motion carried by unanimous vote

Next Board meeting will be “on the overpass” at the beach Tuesday August 31 @5pm.

There being no further business a motion and a second for adjournment was made.

Meeting adjourned at 1315 hrs.






Respectfully Submitted






Lt. Troy L. Steele






Secretary

