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VFSAAA General Membership                                    Meeting Minutes 

Date:
11-15-2002
To:
VFSAAA and Members of the Executive Board
Cc:

From:
DET Mark E. Garman/Secretary
RE:
Minutes for the Aug 29TH 2002 General Membership Meeting
BOARD MEMBERS:

PRESIDENT: Jerry Scott

1ST VICE PRESIDENT: Ralph Manspile

2ND VICE PRESIDENT: Ralph Barfield

SECRETARY: Mark Garman

TREASURER: Larry Claytor

SGT-at-ARMS: Terry McCurdy

NORTHERN DIRECTOR: Tom Poindexter

EASTERN DIRECTOR: Carl Sequeira

CENTERAL DIRECTOR: Chuck Pruitt

WESTERN DIRECTOR: Bill Jennings

LEGISLATIVE: Rick Conway

ACADEMY REPRESENITIVE: Dan Grinnan
OTHERS PRESENT: 

DR Paul Ferrara, Sandy Hufford, Terry Maguire

President Scott called meeting to order at approx. 1610 hours.

1. President Jerry S. introduced DR Paul Ferrara and announced him as a guest speaker for the meeting. DR Paul covered the following issues;



1. Congratulated everyone involved for a well run “Retraining” 


2. Spoke of new VA government and appointees




3. Said there would be possible budget cuts, could give no amount, said plans were discussed for a 7%, 11%, or 15% cuts, Annual budget is about  $25 million for the Division.











4. New lab for Northern section, 50,000 square foot building for $60 million, most likely won’t happen









5. Concentrating on obtaining Federal Grant money




6. Stated that he is on a Federal Committee overseeing sending Federal Money to States for Forensic Science







7. Looking into changing the Federal DNA Database to make it more expansive











8. 916 State DNA Database hits so far, 325 for 2002




9. State now has a Suspect Database and deceased can be entered    

10. VA is going to be the first state in the country to do wholesale entry of arrestees into the database.








11. 30 out of 50 states now take samples from all felons



12. DR Paul spoke of various hits from the Database
                                                                    
13. All four labs are hooked up to NIBIN





 
14. The Central lab is now hooked into the IAFIS




15. All labs now have teleconferencing capabilities, hope in the future to hook into different police/courts with teleconferencing





16. Working on software so individual officers/departments can check on the status of RFLE’s










17.  Backlogs are still the major concerns/problems of the Division; DNA backlog is a bout 1400 cases statewide





 

18. Currently 238 full time and 45 wage employees nearly fully staffed 

19. Stated that most states only enter/do DNA if there is a suspect and/or a pending trial











20. Generally DNA is not done in misdemeanor drug cases, Commonwealth Atty. can make a special request.








21. When comes to DNA, cases going to trial, and high profile cases come first, after that it is the matter of severity and priority





22. VIFSM lost all state funding, 1-½ million dollars, the Division is going to try and help them out the best that can be done








2. Jerry S. introduced Dan G. who covered the following topics;


                                                                           
1. Stated that there will be two Forensic Academy Classes as well as an assortment of short courses for the next year. There is a possibility that the number of students in the Forensic Academy may increase. Feedback is important and response forms need to be completed.









                   

3. Jerry S. introduced Larry C. for the Treasurer’s report, Larry covered the following issues;










      
 1. The Treasurer’s Report was sent out in packet was the last official Treasurer’s Report. It was from the May/2002 Board meeting.  In May the balance was $8085.57. Since then there have been the following transactions, Outgoing checks of $6,086.47, income of $4,524.00, accounted for to the Legacy Fund, $2,186.67, leaving a balance of $4,336.43






2. Asked everyone to support the Dues Increase




3. Asked everyone to support the Social






4. Last year 277 dues paying members, this year 265 dues paying members
5. Motion was made from the floor to accept the Treasurer’s Report (unknown who) it was also seconded from the floor (unknown who), the motion passed.  

4. Jerry S. announced Bob Zinn of the Auditing Committee who gave a report, he stated the following;










1. Books were in order and monies accounted for




2. Congratulated Larry C. on his job as Treasurer




3. Suggested that the board look into some type of inventory/sales accountability database for sale items







4. Reference to bad checks received by the Association, the Auditing Committee recommended sending out “5-day” letters


5. Jerry S. praised Bob Z. and the Auditing Committee for their work and recommendations. He stated that several of their suggestions have been implemented and help in accountability. Jerry S. also praised Terry M., Kamico S., and Margie H., and Sandy H. for their help with sales at the Academy 
6. Jerry S. announced Rick C. and the Legislative Committee Report, He gave the following information;









1. By-laws and Articles of Incorporation are current




2. Law(s) need to investigated concerning allowing the use of a Certificate of Analysis as opposed to requiring the attendance of an expert in court. Currently that law does not cover experts out of the State. (i.e ME Report of D.C.)


7. Jerry S. introduced Ralph B. concerning sales, Ralph went over the following;

1. Trying to get merchandise under control and on the right path


2. Striving for more accountability of sales/purchase/inventory over the next year












3. Sold at Beach this year $4,992.00






4. Looking for better quality items







5. Looking for new items/travel mugs/pull over windbreakers



6. Looking into a display at the VFSA






7. Thanked the training staff for the sales work that they do over the year 

8. Jerry S. added that the “mark-up” from sale items is kept very low  

8. Jerry S. introduced the Benson Committee, Barbie Pierce, she gave the following information;











1. The Benson Fund has $3111.81 in the bank





2. Asked people to buy raffle tickets





Because of the high noise level of the meeting the tape-recorded could not pick up most of Barbie’s information. 


OLD BUSINESS/ NEW BUSINESS:
9. Jerry S. asked for any old business from the floor. No old business was brought up from the floor.

10. Jerry S. asked for any old business from the Board. No old business was brought up from the Board.


11. Jerry S. asked for any new business from the floor. No new business from the floor was brought up.

12. Jerry S. asked for/announced any new business from the Board. 


1. Jerry S. presented a proposal to raise the dues from $15.00 to $20.00. The last dues increase was in 1983. Some the benefits of a dues increase would be to keep more money in the bank, to assist more with the Academy, to keep Retraining at the current location, 









Question was asked from the floor (Paul Peterson/Fredericksburg) on how the figure of $20.00 was generated. Jerry S. stated that it was just a figure that the board came up with.









A motion was then made by Peterson to raise the dues to $25.00 a year.
A second was made by from the floor (Tommy Gallagher/Madison).

There was no discussion from the floor or the Board. A verbal vote was taken, the motion passed. (There were no dissenting votes) 

13. Jerry S. again asked for new business from the floor;




1. Tom Butler (Leesburg) asked the Board had shopped around for other hotels/locations for Retraining. Jerry S. stated that the Board is currently looking into the issue.











2. A question was raised from the floor on the question of delinquent dues and what was being done to collect them.  Jerry S. stated that are membership database is now on a computer. Notices will be sent out requesting payment. He further explained that a member does not have to pay his dues to go Retraining or attend Short courses. The dues are for the social, the hospitality suite, scholarship fund, and they can’t vote.  

14. Jerry S. introduced Terry M. reference to Social. Terry gave the following in formation;











1. Jerry S. thanked Terry M. and Carl S. for all of their work on the Hospitality Suite and on the Social.









2. Terry said tickets are still available please attend




3. If you can’t be there for the drawing of the raffle put your name on the back of the ticket and you will be contacted.







4. Terry advised Beer (kegs) not used/consumed at the Social would be taken to the Hospitality Suite.



15. Jerry S. announced the new members of the VFSAAA from the 57TH and 58TH classes. 











57TH-four of the ten members were on hand





58th-three of the ten members were on hand 





They were all congratulated. 

16. Through a matter of elimination it was determined that the oldest class with a member in attendance was the Fourth session. It was represent by Rick Conway. The 58th class gave him a $50.00 bill. 


17. Jerry S. praised the Board for their work over the past year. Certificates of Appreciation were given to; Terry McGuire, Margie Harris, Sandy Hufford, Kamico Seals, Rick Conway, Ralph Barfield, Chris Blalock, Chuck Pruitt, Carl Sequeira, Tom Poindexter, Terry McCurdy, Mark Garman, Larry Claytor, Ralph Barfield. 

Jerry S. also thanked his wife Ann Scott and Marie Fox (wife of Gary Fox) for all of their help.










Jerry S. gave special thanks to Ralph Manspile for all of his help over the past year.













18. Ralph M. gave special thanks to Jerry S. for a “Job Well Done” and was presented a plaque from the Board and membership.

19. Jerry S. gave a plaque to both DR Paul and Dan G. for all of their help to the Academy, to Forensic Science, and to Law Enforcement.

20. Jerry S. introduced Terry Maguire who chaired the Nominating Committee. Terry presented the following slate;   

NOMINATIONS:

President:  Ralph Manspile

1st Vice President: Gary Fox

2nd Vice President: Ralph Barfield

Treasurer: Larry Claytor

Secretary: Mark Garman 

Sgt-at Arms: Terry McCurdy









Past President: Jerry Scott

Jerry S. asked if there were any nominations from the floor for the Office of President. Before any other nominations could be made, A motion was made and seconded from the floor to close nominations and accept the slate. The motion passed by the membership without dissension. 
A motion was then made from the floor to accept the Ballot (new Board). A second was made from the floor. The motion was passed by the membership without dissension.

Jerry S. announced the new Board (above) including all new Directors.


Northern: Tom Poindexter








Central: Chuck Pruitt








Western: Bill Jennings








Eastern: Carl Sequeira

DR Paul F. swore in the new Officers.

21. Jerry S. presented Ralph M. with a VFSAAA shirt with “President 2002-2003” embroidered on the front.

22. Ralph M. announced that there would be door prizes at the Social. He also asked that the Board be contacted if there is a serious illness or death in the family of a fellow member.

23. Motion was made from the floor to close the meeting. A second was also made from the floor. A vote was made and the motion passed without dissension.  









The meet closed at about 1730 hours. 

Respectively Submitted 

DET Mark E. Garman                               



Secretary/VFSAAA









Phone- (703) 246-4209







E-Mail Mark.Garman@co.fairfax.va.us 
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