VFSAAA
Fall 2005 Newsletter
Greetings Members,

This newsletter is sent out via Email to those members of the VFSAAA who have their E-mail addresses on file with Kamico Seals at the DFS. For those without E-mail access this newsletter will also be posted on our web site, www.vfsaaa.org. If you know of someone who does not have internet access or is not receiving E-mails from the VFSAAA, please supply them with a copy of this newsletter.

Our next Board meeting is set for November 18th, 2005 at the DFS in Richmond. If you have any issues, concerns or comments please let a Board member know. In addition, as the Board has said in the past, these are open meetings. Members are more than welcome to attend. We only ask that if you plan to attend that you let us know in advance so we can keep space/seating considerations in mind.  Information on all Board members can be found at www.vfsaaa.org. 
Retraining 2005:
The annual Retraining Conference was again held at the Virginia Beach Ramada Inn from 08/30/2005 to 09/02/2005. The conference was well attended and like last year, approximately 200 members were registered. All those involved with the planning and preparation did a great job.   
The theme this year was “Case Studies”. All of the lectures and presentations were tremendous.  Again, as always, Rick Conway and his “Legal Updates” class was one the most attended lectures. 

Not to sound redundant, but, Smith Setzer came through again by sponsoring the Hospitality Suite. We hope everyone had a chance to thank Mike Gunther, from Smith Setzer, for their contribution. We also hope everyone understands that without help from Smith Setzer there would be no, or a much smaller, Hospitality Suite. Again Carl Sequeira and Terry McCurdy put in a large amount of work planning and running the Hospitality Suite. 
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The Social again was a great success.  Ken Woods and Dan Grinnan did a great job. The Social was held Thursday night on the patio overlooking the ocean at the hotel. The weather was great and again the food was tremendous. This is the second year in a row that we have had an “outside social”. Along with the DJ, the sand, waves, food, and friends it was one of the highlights of the week. The Social always gives everyone a chance to “network”, meet new members, and catch up with old ones. 
The General Membership Meeting was held on Thursday, 09/01/2005. Complete details on the meeting can be obtained by going to www.vfsaaa.org and looking under Meeting Minutes for 09/2005. 
A couple of the highlights from the meeting;

1.
This year was the second presentation of the VFSAAA Crime Scene Officer(s) of the Year Award. The award was set up by the Board to recognize a member(s) officer/detective/civilian for outstanding crime scene work. For the year 2005 the Award Committee selected Chip Shuler and Johnny Joannou from the Smith County Sheriff’s Office for their outstanding work in a child sex case. Congratulations to both of them. Each was given a plaque recognizing them for their achievement.
2.
The selection of a new Board was a quick and easy process. The entire contingent of last years Board (2004 to 2005) was selected by the membership on hand to be the Board for the next year (2005-2006).
To refresh your memory this is the VFSAAA Board;
Executive Board:
President

Mark Garman-Fairfax County Police

1ST Vice Pres.
Terry McCurdy-Portsmouth City Police

2ND Vice Pres.
Carl Sequeira –Portsmouth City Police

Treasurer

Chuck Pruitt-DFS-Central Lab
Secretary

Tom Poindexter-Manassas City Police/Retired
SGT-at-Arms
John Smith-Leesburg Police City Police 
Past Pres.

Gary Fox-Virginia Marine Resources Commission, Marine 



Police
Legal


Rick Conway-CWA-PWC
Advisor

Dan Grinnan-DFS
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Directors:

Northern

Ken Woods-Prince William County Police

Central

Bob Skowron-Chesterfield County Police

Eastern

Larry Roberts-Hampton City Police

Western

Jon Cromer-VSP 
Others:

Auditing

Bob Zinn-Prince William County Police
Nominating

Jim Gogan—Fairfax County Police/Retired 
PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING IMPORTANT INFORMATION

3.
Membership Rules: As stated in the newsletter released in the Fall of 2004, “Over the past year the issues of who can/who cannot be a member of the Association and how/why a member can be removed from the Association has come up. All decisions made by the Board were made after reviewing our By-Laws. We would suggest that each member read the By-laws, particularly the Membership area if there are any questions or concerns. Again, any Board member can answer your questions.” 
This matter was again discussed during the meeting by Rick Conway Chairperson of the Membership/Ethics Committee. In brief, a complaint was made in the summer of 2005 concerning a member of the VFSAAA. Because of our By-Laws and time constraints the issue will be dealt with by the Board at the Nov 2005 Board Meeting. Further information can be obtained by reading the Minutes of the General Membership Meeting. (www.vfsaaa.org) 
It was also suggested that the By-Laws be changed to allow the Board to remove a member from the membership until the Electorate can take action at a General membership Meeting. This matter will be dealt with by the Board over the next year. We will keep you posted.

If you have any input or questions concerning this matter, please contact President Mark Garman or any member of the Board.   
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4.
Jon Cromer did a tremendous job with the 50/50’s and the Raffle. It is hard to describe Jon and his “50/50” uniform. Ask someone who was there. Because of his hard work the VFSAAA made over $1000.00. 
5.
Bruce Dutcher announced that Neil Rogers is now the President of the Benson Committee.   


Web Site:
New information is added to the site on a regular basis. Check out the site and give us your feedback. Any suggestions and comments would be greatly appreciated. There is now a page for Vendors who support the Association. Keep them in mind when you are looking for supplies or materials. The site contains the Association’s By-Laws, Articles of Incorporation, and Standing Rules. The Board often refers to these when making decisions.
Within the next month a page will be set up on the site with photographs from the 2005 Social. It is hoped that this “Photo Page” will expand to include other photographs from other functions.     
Committees:  
The committees for 2005-2006 will be set at our Nov 2005 Board Meeting, they will be set as follows;

Award—John Smith 
Nomination—Jim Gogan
50-50/Raffle—Jon Cromer

Social—Ken Woods
Hospitality—Carl Sequeira/Terry McCurdy

Golf—Larry Roberts
Membership/Ethics—Rick Conway

Legal/Legislative—Rick Conway

Auditing—Bob Zinn 
If you receive a call from a Board member asking for your help with a committee, please step up and volunteer. 

Calling For Information: 

In the next and future newsletter, I would like to have more information, news, topics, etc., concerning the individual Regions and members within 
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those Regions. Do you have any information, important cases, calls for help, member promotions, etc., that you would like to share with the rest of the Association? If so, please contact a Board member and forward that information along.
The next newsletter should be out sometime in March 2006 and then in the summer of 2006 before our next visit to Virginia Beach. 
As I have said before, this is your, Association. If you need anything from the Board or have any concerns or questions, please contact one of us. In addition, if we call on you for help please get involved.

Be Careful, and the best to you, your family and friends,

DET Mark E. Garman/President

Virginia Forensic Science Academy Alumni Association

Fairfax County Police Dept.

Crime Scene Section

10600 Page Ave

Fairfax, VA 22030
703-246-4209

571-220-5232
Mark.garman@fairfaxcounty.gov
Overpar5@comcast.net 
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