VFSAAA
Spring 2005 Newsletter
Greetings Members,

In an effort to keep all members up to date on current issues and happenings of the Association, this is the Spring 2005 VFSAAA Newsletter.

The newsletter will be sent out via E-mail to those members who have their E-mail addresses on file with Kamico Seals at the DFS. For those without E-mail access, the newsletter will also be posted on our web site, www.vfsaaa.org.

UPCOMING MEETING(S):

The next Board meeting is set for April 29th , 2005, 1200 hours at the DFS in Richmond. If you have any issues, concerns or comments please let a Board member know. In addition, as the Board has said in the past, these are open meetings. Members are more than welcome to attend. We only ask that if you plan to attend that you let us know in advance so we can keep space/seating considerations in mind.  Information on all Board members can be found at www.vfsaaa.org.
SPRING RETRAINING 2005:

Spring Retraining has been set for the following times and locations. If you need additional information, it can be obtained through the VFSA/DFS in Richmond.

Retraining Workshop


Central Lab

5/5/05

Retraining Workshop


Northern Lab

5/6/05

Retraining Workshop


Western Lab

5/13/05

Retraining Workshop


Eastern Lab

5/16/05

RETRAINING 2005:
Planning is well underway for the annual Retraining Conference at Virginia Beach. Retraining this year (2005) is set for August 31st  through September 2nd , 2005. More information will be available during the next several months.
If you have any questions, ideas, or in put please contact any of the Retraining Committee members.

Wendy Bailey, Terry McCurdy (Mccurdym@portsmouthva.gov), Dan Grinnan, Craig Harris (charris@town.vinton.va.us), Scott Eanes (eanessa@ci.danville.va.us),

Kevin Pultz pultzkm@ci.staunton.va.us, Scott Kuykendall, Joan Jones (jjones@city.suffolk.va.us), Margie Harris, Stephen Stockman, and Erica Blount.
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2005 CRIME SCENE OFFICER OF THE YEAR:
Annual Award for Alumni Member of the Year

The award will be given at the Retraining Conference in Virginia Beach and will be presented at the General Membership Meeting. The Awardees will be selected by the VFSAAA Awards Committee, which is comprised of the current SGT-at Arms and the four Regional Directors.

The award is intended for members of the VFSAAA who have done outstanding work involving a particular case or for a member who has continuously excelled in the field of Crime Scene Technology.

Rules/Conditions:

1. The Awardees must be a current member of the VFSAAA.

2. Awardees must have been a member of the VFSAAA during case/incident in question.

3. The awards will be given at the annual retraining conference held in August in Virginia Beach.

4. Time frame for the awards are as followed;  Consideration/nomination is June of one year to May of the next,

This takes into account the following period for the year in question:

a. Announcement to the membership after the Fall Executive Board Meeting in November. Renouncement again in January, April. The announcements will be made members listed in the membership roster. Announcements will go out via E-mail.

b. Nominations must be to the Regional Directors by the end of May; the best time to have them in is during Regional Spring Update meeting.

c. The award committee will make its choice(s) by end of June.

d. Awardees will be notified in late July.

e. Awards will be given out in August at the Annual Re-training conference in Virginia Beach.

5. Considerations of Award selection:

a. A case/incident where the member showed exceptional or dedicated work.

b. A case/incident where the member went above and beyond the call of duty.

c. A case/incident where the member developed a new investigative/processing technique.

d. Extreme dedication to the field of Crime Scene Technology.

6. Nomination can come from anyone, the person nominating does not have to be a member of the VFSAAA nor does the nominator have to be within the region of the person nominated.
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7. The nomination should included identifying information of the nominator and identifying information of the nominee, along with the following information;

a. It should also include the reason for nomination;

If it involves a case, an overview of should be submitted along with any supporting documentation pertaining to the case (commendations, news articles, other awards and or recognition)

If it involves outstanding work over a period of years, supporting information should also be submitted

8. The Awards Committee will be comprised of the SGT-at-Arms (chairperson) and each Regional Director.

9. The award will consist of a plaque to the individual and the placement of the awardees name on plaque at the VFSA.

Questions can be directed to:

· John H. Smith

SGT-at-Arms

703-771-4514 

johnsmith@leesburgva.gov

· Ken Woods 

Northern Director

703-246-2051 

kwoods@pwcgov.org 
· Jon Cromer

Western Director

540-332-7980

jcromer@vsp.state.va.us

· Larry Roberts

Tidewater Director

757-727-6566

lgroberts@hampton.gov
· Bob Skowron 

Central Director

804-796-7023

skowronb@chesterfield.gov
2005 T-SHIRT DESIGN:

Coming up with a T-shirt for Retraining has always been a difficult task for the Board of Directors. The VFSAAA has had many good designs in the past. This year the Board is going to try something new. Going with the "Old School" aspect of many designs that you see today, sports teams in particular, we are going to "re-issue" a past shirt. We are going "Old School".  

Please visit our website at www.vfsaaa.org and pick your favorite shirt.    

To make your choice send an e-mail to Mark Garman at Mark.Garman@fairfaxcounty.gov 

 

Many thanks to Dexter Morgan, from Herndon PD, for supplying the designs for the 1999 and 2000 T/shirts. We are still looking for the 2002 and 1993 designs. Are there any designs for 1991 and prior? Let us know
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BENSON:

Donald C. Benson Memorial Scholarship Fund

It’s not to late to think about the Benson Fund for the upcoming school year.

Information can be obtained on the website at www.vfsaaa.org  Barbie is looking for help from the Western and Central Regions to help with the Benson Committee at Retraining. Jeff Miller, Fairfax County, has agreed to represent the Northern Region on the Committee. Any volunteers from Central or Western?  As of March 2005, there has been only one application.   
A brief summary;

Donald C. Benson was a graduate of the Forensic Science Academy and a Deputy Sheriff for the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office. While investigating a domestic dispute, Deputy Benson was killed in the line of duty. In his memory, this scholarship program was established in 1991.

To be eligible for a grant, an applicant must be:

A dependent of a current active member of the VFSAAA, in good standing, or

A dependent of a former member of the VFSAAA, in good standing, who left the Association because of retirement or disability, or

A dependent of a deceased former member of the VFSAAA, in good standing.

To apply the applicant must submit the following items by the deadline of July 31st:

1. Completed application form,

2. Transcript of he applicant’s high school or most recent college transcript
3. And, a brief essay explaining why the applicant deserves a grant (to include accomplishments, and participation in school and outside activities.
Scholarships will be awarded subject to the following:
- the applicant’s need for assistance,

- awarded for a period not to exceed one year, but a former recipient may                        reapply,

- the number of scholarships awarded each year will be limited by the availability of funds and eligible applicants.

Please submit all application packets to the following address:
BENSON FUND/BARBIE LIVRERI

COMMONWEALTH OF VA/ DIVISION OF FORENSIC SCIENCE

830 SOUTHAMPTON AVE, SUITE # 400

NORFOLK, VA 23510 - 1028
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WEB SITE:
The web site for the association is posted at www.vfsaaa.org. It is continually updated and refined. Check out the site for new information. Please give us your feedback. Any suggestions and comments would be greatly appreciated.
We are interested in starting a “Photo” page on the web site. Do you have any that can be sent to us? We are looking for photos taken at Spring Retraining and the annual Retraining in Virginia Beach. If you have any please contact Mark Garman.

The site now has a “Vendors” page for vendors that support us at Retraining. The “Links” page has been expanded to include more information pertaining to the Association and our members. The site now contains the Association’s By-Laws, Articles of Incorporation, and Standing Rules. The Board often refers to these when making decisions.
It was report in the last newsletter that the Board would possibly be in the market for a “Webmaster”. This idea has been tabled at this time.
MEMBERSHIP RULES:
Over the past year the issue of who can/who cannot be a member of the Association and how/why a member can be removed from the Association has come up. All decisions are made by the Board  after reviewing our By-Laws. We would suggest that each member read the By-laws, particularly the Membership area if they have any questions or concerns. Again, any Board member can answer your questions.

COMMITTEES:
The following committees have been set,

Award—John Smith
Nomination—Jim Gogan (former past President)
50-50/Raffle (new)—Jon Cromer

Vendor—Bob Skowron

Benson Committee—Barbie Livreri (barbaralivreri@DFS.virginia.gov , Bruce Dutcher
Social—Ken Woods
Golf-Larry Roberts

Hospitality—Terri McCurdy
Sales-Carl Sequeira

Membership—Rick Conway

Legal/Legislative—Rick Conway

Auditing—Bob Zinn
If you have any ideas or input for nay of these Committees please contact the listed Chairperson.

If you receive a call from a Board member asking for your help with a committee, please step up and volunteer.
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The next newsletter should be out sometime in August 2005, shortly before or at Retraining.
As we have said before this is your Association. If you need anything from the Board or have any concerns or questions, please contact one of us. In addition, if we call on you for help please get involved.

Be Careful, and the best to you, your family and friends,

2004-2005 VFSAAA Board

President

Mark Garman

Fairfax County Police Dept.

Crime Scene Section

10600 Page Ave

Fairfax, VA 22030

Mark.garman@fairfaxcounty.gov
Overpar5@comcast.net
1ST Vice Pres

Terry McCurdy-Portsmouth Police

2ND Vice Pres

Carl Sequeira –Portsmouth Police

Treasurer

Chuck Pruitt-DFS-Central

Secretary

Tom Poindexter-Manassas City Police

SGT-at-Arms

John Smith-Leesburg Police

Past Pres

Gary Fox-Chincotique Police

Legal


Rick Conway-CWA-PWC

Advisor

Dan Grinnan

Directors:

Northern

Ken Woods-Prince William Police

Central

Bob Skowron-Chesterfield Police

Eastern

Larry Roberts-Hampton Police

Western

Jon Cromer-VSP
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