VFSAAA
Spring 2006 Newsletter
Greetings Members,

This newsletter is sent out via Email to those members of the VFSAAA who have their E-mail addresses on file at the DFS. For those without E-mail access this newsletter will also be posted on our web site, www.vfsaaa.org. If you know of someone who does not have internet access or is not receiving E-mails from the VFSAAA, please supply them with a copy of this newsletter.

Our next Board meeting is set for the end of April 28th 2006 at the DFS in Richmond after graduation of the Spring 2006 Academy Class. If you have any issues, concerns or comments please let a Board member know before that date. In addition, as the Board has said in the past, these are open meetings. Members are more than welcome to attend. We only ask that if you plan to attend that you let us know in advance so we can keep space/seating considerations in mind.  Information on all Board members can be found at www.vfsaaa.org. 
The 2005-2006 VFSAAA Board of Directors
Executive Board:
President

Mark Garman-Fairfax County Police

1ST Vice Pres.
Terry McCurdy-Portsmouth City Police

2ND Vice Pres.
Carl Sequeira –Portsmouth City Police

Treasurer

Chuck Pruitt-DFS-Central Lab
Secretary

Tom Poindexter-Manassas City Police/Retired
SGT-at-Arms
John Smith-Leesburg Police City Police 
Past Pres.

Gary Fox-Virginia Marine Resources Commission, Marine Police
Legal


Rick Conway-CWA-PWC
Advisor

Dan Grinnan-DFS
Directors:

Northern

Ken Woods-Prince William County Police

Central

Bob Skowron-Chesterfield County Police

Eastern

Larry Roberts-Hampton City Police

Western

Jon Cromer-VSP 
Others:

Auditing

Bob Zinn-Prince William County Police
Nominating

Jim Gogan—Fairfax County Police/Retired 
Information on all members can be obtained in the web site, www.vfsaaa.org 

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING IMPORTANT INFORMATION

The following is a brief update on a major issue confronting the Association at this time;

Membership Rules: The issues of who can/who cannot be a member of the Association and how/why a member can be removed from the Association are being investigated by the Board. All decisions made by the Board are made after reviewing our By-Laws. We would suggest that each member read the By-laws, particularly the Membership area if there are any questions or concerns. Again, any Board member can answer your questions. 
As most of you know this matter was again discussed during the General Membership Meeting at Re-Training/2005 by Rick Conway, Chairperson of the Membership/Ethics Committee. In brief, a complaint was made in the summer of 2005 concerning a member of the VFSAAA. Because of our By-Laws and time constraints the issue could not be dealt with at the meeting. The Board and the Membership/Ethics Committee has continued to investigate this matter. 
During the board meeting in Nov 2005 the matter was addressed by the Board. The discussions of this matter took up the entire board meeting. During the meeting the “member in question” was allowed to present his side of the incident. The member presented his background, education, and qualifications. He also explained how and why he made/reached his decisions. The member was always upfront and honest with the Board. After he left the meeting the Board continued to discuss the matter and it was decided that the Membership/Ethics Committee would continue their investigation into the matter. 

The Membership/Ethics Committee met on February 25th, 2006 in Richmond. It was decided at this meeting to recommend to the Board of Directors that the complaint concerning the “member in question” be presented to the membership at our General Membership Meeting at Re-Training 2006. The Board will make a decision at the April Board Meeting on whether to present the matter to the membership or not.  Information on all of the meetings will be forwarded to the Membership after the April Board Meeting and prior to the Spring Re-Training Workshops. The president of the Alumni Association will be at each Workshop to answer questions concerning the matter. 
If you have any input or questions concerning this matter, please contact President Mark Garman or any member of the Board.  
Retraining 2005:
More news on the annual (2005) Retraining Conference: 

Posted on the web site www.vfsaaa.org are approximately 25 photographs from the Social. Many, many thanks to Linda Woods/Hampton Police and Mary Garman, my daughter, for taking the photographs.  Linda and Neil Rogers (Benson President) have already volunteered to photographs at next years Re-Training. 

Web Site: ( www.vfsaaa.org ) 
The web site if updated frequently. Check out the site and give us your feedback. Any suggestions and comments would be greatly appreciated. As stated in the past, the site contains the Association’s By-Laws, Articles of Incorporation, and Standing Rules. The Board often refers to these when making decisions.
The following are new/improved items;

1. “Photo Page” from the 2005 Social
2. “Member Seeking Assistance” page. 
3. The “Up Coming Training” page     
Committees:  
The following committees for 2005-2006 were set at our Nov 2005 Board. The chairpersons are listed below.  
1. Award—John Smith—Please check the web page for information on nominating someone for our yearly award
2. Nomination—Jim Gogan
3. 50-50/Raffle—Jon Cromer
4. Social—Ken Woods

5. Hospitality—Carl Sequeira
6. Golf—Larry Roberts
7. Membership/Ethics—Rick Conway

8. Legal/Legislative—Rick Conway

9. Auditing—Bob Zinn 
If you receive a call from a Board member asking for your help with a committee, please step up and volunteer. 

Calling For Information: 

In the next and future newsletter, I would like to have more information, news, topics, etc., concerning the individual Regions and members within those Regions. Do you have any information, important cases, calls for help, member promotions, etc., that you would like to share with the rest of the Association? If so, please contact a Board member and forward that information along.
The next newsletter should be out sometime this summer (2006) before our next visit to Virginia Beach. 
As I have said before, this is your, Association. If you need anything from the Board or have any concerns or questions, please contact one of us. In addition, if we call on you for help please get involved.

Be Careful, and the best to you, your family, and friends,

DET Mark E. Garman/President

Virginia Forensic Science Academy Alumni Association

Fairfax County Police Dept.

Crime Scene Section

10600 Page Ave

Fairfax, VA 22030

703-246-4209

571-220-5232

Mark.garman@fairfaxcounty.gov
Overpar5@comcast.net 

