VIRGINIA FORENSIC SCIENCE ACADEMY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Date: 05-03-2006
From: Mark E. Garman, President VFSAAA 

To: Members of the VFSAAA
Greetings Members,

The Board of Directors met on 04-28-2006 after the graduation of the 66th Session of the Forensic Science Academy. The following are several important items that we feel need to be brought to your attention.

You can now order select items through the Associations website, www.vfsaaa.org. You can order a vast assortment of colors and sizes. The web ordering option was set up for members desiring an unusual color, uncommon size (S, XXL, XXXL, XXXXL), or wanting an item other than during Re-training. We will still be offering items at Re-training. Complete directions are on the Catalog Page on the website. This was a “member-benefit” idea that Jon Cromer (VSP/Western Director) came up with. Many Thanks Jon! 
Don’t forget Benson. The Benson Committee needs all applications by 08-01-2006. Applications and directions are available on the website. If you would like to join the Benson Committee, please contact them. They are always looking for help. 
We are currently looking for ideas for the 2006 novelty T-shirt design. As in the past, $50.00 goes to the person coming up with the chosen design.

The Academy is running a summer session this year. Graduation date is set for July 18th, 2006. 

Jon Cromer is running our 50/50 program at Re-training again this year. He is looking for item donations to raffle off. 

Jimmy Gogan (FxCoPD-RET) is chairing the Nomination Committee again this year. He needs committee members from the Northern and Western Regions. If you would like to help, please contact him.   

John Smith (Leesburg PD/SGT-at-Arms) is running the Awards Program again this year. HE NEEDS NOMINATIONS! Please make your nominations to him. Attached is the “flyer” announcing the 2006 Award. 
Please check out the website often. I try to make changes and additions on a weekly basis. I am investigating a “blog” page for the site. This will allow members, and only members, to interact, seek advice and assistance from each other. 
And last,

As many of you know the Board received a complaint in June of 2005 about a member. 
(ARTICLE II-MEMBERSHIP & DUES SECTION 2) Active Membership. An active member shall be a graduate of the Virginia Forensic Science Academy who is currently employed within or receiving retirement or disability pay from an agency within the Criminal Justice System. An active member who becomes employed by a lawyer, law firm, or legal agency engaging in the practice of criminal defense law, or for other just cause, may be dismissed by a majority vote of the electorate. 
Because of time constraints and how our Bylaws were written, we were not able to deal with the issue in 2005 at Re-training. Over the past year the Membership Ethics Committee, along with the entire Board, investigated the matter. The Membership Ethics proposed to the Board at the April 28th, 2006 Board Meeting that the matter should be presented to the membership for them to make a decision on whether the incident is serious enough for the member to be removed for the Alumni Association. The proposal was unanimously accepted by those members of the Board who were present at the meeting. By our current Bylaws the member can only be removed by a vote of the electorate at the Annual General Membership Meeting. This issue will be presented to the Membership at the Annual General Membership Meeting during Re-training 2006. 

During the investigate process the Membership Ethics Committee, along with the Legislative/Bylaws Committee reviewed our Bylaws. They suggested several additions and changes to the Bylaws. These changes and additions will be presented to the membership at the General Membership Meeting during Retraining 2006. The membership must vote to approve these additions and changes. I will be at each Spring Workshop to explain the changes and why the Board thinks they are necessary. Within the week, the suggested changes and additions will be posted on the website. The Bylaws with the suggested additions/changes/updates are attached. Sorry Central if I do not get them posted by the 5th. 

Please contact me if you have any questions,

Take Care and Be Safe,
Mark E. Garman, VFSAAA President

Fairfax County Police Department

10600 Page Ave

Fairfax, Va  22030

O-703-246-4209/C-571-220-5232

